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The Colorectal Cancer Alliance is a national organization committed to ending colorectal cancer within our 
lifetime. We are your allies — a national network of passionate survivors, caregivers and advocates dedicated to 
helping you and your family navigate all aspects of the disease, from diagnosis and treatment to a lifetime of 
progression-free survival. We are a community of people eager to share experiences, address your concerns, 
and answer your questions. We understand the different stages of the colon cancer journey because we’ve 
been there. We are here for you when you need us because we believe tomorrow can’t wait. 

Questions to Ask Your Doctor 
When You Have Metastatic 
Colorectal Cancer
Treatment decisions for metastatic colorectal cancer are not only dependent on the number and 
location of the metastases but also the biomarkers that are present in your tumor.

It is imperative that all patients diagnosed with metastatic CRC have biomarker testing to 
determine a personalized treatment plan.

• Have you tested my tumor for biomarkers?

• How can I get my biomarkers tested? Should I also get genetic testing?

• Can you explain what biomarkers are?

• If my tumor has not been tested for biomarkers, are there tests available to look for 
specific biomarkers?

• Which of the tests will provide the most reliable results?

• Are all biomarkers actionable?

• Is there a targeted treatment for each biomarker?

• What biomarkers have targeted treatments available?

• If I have certain biomarkers does that change the order of treatment that I should receive?

• What is chemotherapy? What are targeted therapies? How are they different?

• Am I a candidate for immunotherapy?

• How will my treatment(s) be administered? How often will I need to come in for treatment?

• What resources are available to help with finances, managing side effects and emotional 
support? Do you have a social worker and/or peer-navigator to help me?


